
 

Agenda for the Task Force Committee Meeting to be held on 14.06.2019 

 

Agenda No.11 : 

 

Name and Address of the industry : M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd.,  

Sy No.599, 600 etc.,  

Jonnagiri, Pagadirai & Yerragudi (V),  

Thuggali Mandal,  

Kurnool District 

Current Status : The mining unit is in operation (Exploratory 

mining). 

 

Nature of industry : Exploratory mining of Gold Ore. 

 

Consent for Operation & Present 

status 

: The industry has obtained CFO on 13.07.2016 

which was auto renewed up to 30.06.2019. 

Whether the industry is closed earlier : -- 

 

Details of revocation of closure/stop 

production orders, if issued. 

: -- 

Any unconsented products produced : -- 

Whether it is Fresh case / Old case and 

its Status 

: Fresh case.   

Reasons for current review : Complaint forwarded from PMO office to 

Ministry of Mines against the industry from Sri 

B.Venugopal Badaravada, Member of Genl. 

Council, National Livestock Mission, Ministry of 

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India 

regarding Gross irregularities in grant of mining 

lease. 

Recent inspection Conducted  : The Board officials of RO, Kurnool inspected 

the industry on 21.03.2019. 

Bank Guarantee status : -- 

 

Facts of the case : 

 

1. M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd., Sy No.599, 600 etc., Jonnagiri, Pagadirai & 

Yerragudi (V), Thuggali Mandal, Kurnool District is involved in the exploratory mining 

operations of Gold ore. 
 

2. The mining unit has obtained CFE of the Board vide order dt. 30.03.2011 for mining of 

Gold Ore - 0.4 Million TPA (ROM) and Ore Processing Plant of 0.3 Million TPA over an 

extent of 597.82 Ha.  
 

3. The mining unit has obtained CFO on 13.07.2016 which was auto renewed up to 

30.06.2019. 

 

4. The mining unit has obtained Environmental Clearance from MoE&F, GOI, vide order dt: 

02/08/2010 for the Mining and Processing of Gold Ore ROM 0.4 Million TPA and Ore 

Processing Plant of 0.3 Million TPA at Jonnagiri, Pagadirai and Yerragudi, Tuggali 

Mandal, Kurnool District duly stipulating conditions. A copy of the EC is enclosed.  

 

5. Complaint forwarded from PMO office to Ministry of Mines against the industry from Sri 

B.Venugopal Badaravada, Member of Genl. Council, National Livestock Mission, Ministry 

of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India regarding Gross irregularities in grant of 

mining lease.  

 
 

 



 

 

6. The officials of RO, Kurnool have inspected the mining area and its surroundings on 

21.03.2019 and observed the following points:  

 

a. It is to submit that, M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd. has proposed mining of 

Gold Ore and Ore processing plant at Jonnagiri, Pagadirai & Yerragudi villages of 

Tuggali (M), Kurnool District. 

 

b. The mine lease area is having an extent of 597.82 Ha, out of this 29.93 Ha is Govt., 

land and rest is agricultural lands and there is no forest land is involved in the mine 

lease area.   

 

c. The Govt., of Andhra Pradesh, Industries and Commerce Dept., vide G.O.M.S.No.106 

dt:08.10.2013 granted mining lease to M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd., for the 

minerals Gold, copper, silver, lead and zinc and all other associated mineral for over 

an extent of 597.820 Ha in Sy.No.128/P, 131/P, 132/P, 133 to 140, 147/P, 149/P, 

150/P, 151 to 207/P, 208/P, 210/P, 388/P, 390/P, 406 to to 409, 411 to 437, 439, 454 

to 458, 465/P and 470/P of Pagadirai village, Sy.No.598/P, 600, 601/P, 602/P, 611/P, 

619/P, 620/P, 621 to 652, 676, 677/P, 678/P of Jonnagiri village, Tuggali Mandal, 

Kurnool District for a period of 30 years. 

 

d. The unit is presently carrying out only Exploratory Mine Development operations in an 

limited area of about 250 acres within proposed mine lease area of 1500 acres and 

excluding  the Gold ore processing unit for which the Board has issued CFE vide 

order dt:03.03.2011. 

 

e. During the inspection, it was observed that, M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd., 

have not commenced the mine development and production activity so far and is 

carrying out only exploratory mine development activities such as Geo physical 

survey, samples collection for meteorological test works, feasibility study, pit 

optimization study, designing works related to processing plant and tailing dam, soil 

sampling, Core & RC drilling and Trenching etc., 

 

f. The main request of the petitioner is to take immediate action against                     

M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd., and also on the State Government for forcibly 

acquiring land of small and marginal dalit farmers for Jonnagiri gold mine to benefit 

Sri Thushar Gandhi and Lions Gold, London. He has also informed that, the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court has held that the State Govt., cannot reserve land for mining without 

approval from the Union Govt., under mines & minerals act.  

 

g. It is to submit that, the acquisition of land from the farmers is a subject matter 

pertaining to the Revenue Department and the sanction mine lease is a subject 

matter of Department of Mines & Geology. The APPCB has no role either in land 

acquisition nor in sanction of mine lease to M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd., 

 

h. Apart from the above, the complainant has raised the following issues and concerns   

(36 nos.) on the mining activity of M/s. Geo-Mysore Services (India) Ltd. in the 

complaint.  

 
The status of compliance on issues and concerns raised by the complainant is as 

follows: 

Sl. 
No. 

Issues & Concerns raised by 
Complainant 

Compliance status  

1 Insufficient impact assessments - 
Independent and/or government 
environmental impact assessments 
should include: wildlife, air and water 
toxic pollutants increased degradation 
of ancient cultural artifacts, historic 
temples and forts (i.e. Dona Temple, 

The Environmental Impact 
Assessment study and 
Environmental Management Plan 
was prepared as per the Terms of 
Reference (TOR) and guidelines 
of Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, GoI and the 



 

Gooty Fort), water supply pollutants, 
health welfare of 74,874 villagers and 
33 villages within 10 km, crops and 
farm animals, surface soil affected by 
air and water pollution, catastrophic 
pollution control failures due to floods 
and/or earthquakes, and industrial 
accident response plans. 
 

same has been displayed for the 
public for offering their 
suggestions, objections,  etc. as 
per provisions of the EIA 
notification, 2006. 

2 What is the plan to save/protect the 
Buddhist Heritage Tablets from 238 
BC? 

The Buddhist Heritage Tablets 
referred are situated more than 
3.5 kms from the Mining Lease 
area and the same is under the 
control of Archeological Survey of 
India. 
 

3 
Input and opinions have not be 
considered from political leaders, 
environmentalists, religious leaders, 
and independent experts from the 
mining industry, and these opinions 
need to be added to the process.  It is 
recommended that these stakeholders 
be requested to participate in the 
public hearing process. 

The objections, suggestions, 
opinions, views etc., raised by the 
public during the Environmental 
Public hearing were submitted to 
the MoEF&CC, GoI for taking 
further necessary action. The copy 
of the minutes of the meeting 
along with representations 
received during Environmental 
public hearing are enclosed. 
 

4 

A plan has not been provided for 
disaster response and evacuation in 
case of a major catastrophic accident 
such as a mining tunnel collapse or 
tailing ponds beaching the local water 
table. 

The industry has informed that, 
Risk Assessment, Preventive 
measures and Disaster 
Management plan have been 
elaborated in Review of Mining 
Plan approved by Indian Bureau 
of Mines.  
 

5 

What is the plan and who will pay for 
the disaster response and 
rehabilitation after a catastrophic 
event? i.e. Industrial accident, toxic 
pollutants breaching the mine site 
area, earthquake, breach of the failing 
ponds, etc 

The industry has proposed to 
implement disaster management 
plan keeping in view the 
guidelines stipulated by 
Directorate General of Mines 
Safety.  
  

6 

The rehabilitation of the environment 

plan does not provide details as to who 

maintains and regularly tests the mine 

site for toxic pollutant containments 

during and after the 12 year mining 

period is completed. 

The industry has engaged 

MoEF&CC, GoI recognized 

laboratory M/s. MSV Analytical 

Laboratories, Bellary & M/s. 

Mineral Engineering Services, 

Bellary  for monitoring and testing 

of various environmental 

parameters as per the guidelines 

of Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change.  

 
7 

For the areas inside and outside of the 

proposed gold mining operation, who 

will conduct, and pay for regular 

intervals monitoring and testing of 

water supply, air pollution levels, and 

dust pollution from transport and/or 

heavy equipment usage on windy and 

non-windy days 

8 

How will toxic dust pollution be 

mitigated from windstorms, heavy 

equipment usage, and transportation 

activity? 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment and Environmental 

Management Plan for this project 

have been submitted during 

Environmental Clearance process 

illustrating the mitigation 

measures proposed by the 

industry.  



 

9 

After the mining operation has ended 

(after 12 years) who is responsible for 

the cost of maintaining the containment 

of toxic pollution caused by erosion 

and rain water permeating the mine 

site and what is the plan to ensure that 

the resulting acid water is contained in 

perpetuity? 

Progressive Mine Closure Plan, 

which is a part of Review of 

Mining Plan discusses about the 

control measures planned for the 

mine.  The end of mine life 

scenario will be discussed in Final 

Mine Closure plan as per the 

guidelines of Indian Bureau of 

Mines. 

10 

What is the plan for identifying local 

villagers affected by mine pollutants 

and what type of health 

monitoring/testing is provided? 

The industry has proposed to 

regularly carryout health checkup 

of the employees and also to 

provide medical facilities close to 

the site. 

   

11 

The Memorandums of Understanding 

(MoU) need to be transparent and 

publicly accessible for review.  Where 

are the MoUs and when can the public 

view them? 

The Mining Lease holders and the 

industry signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the 

Government of Andhra Pradesh 

on January 10, 2016 for seamless 

development of this project.  

 

12 

What is the safety plan for staff who 

are involved in mining accidents and 

ongoing health and safety 

training/education? 

All the employees engaged in 

Jonnagiri Gold Mine will undergo 

basic and refresher safety 

trainings as part of Vocational 

Training program. 

The Initial and Periodical medical 

examinations of the persons 

employed in the mine will be 

carried out as per the provisions of 

Mines Rules. 

 

13 

Have you conducted any scientific 

studies to determine potential health 

issues from long terms exposure to 

toxic substances and what are the 

potential health issues from long  term 

exposure to toxic substances on the 

mining site and is this isolated to 

workers and/or local villagers who are 

exposed via natural weather events 

such as wind storms and heavy rains 

which move toxins into the water 

table? 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment and Environmental 

Management Plan for this project 

has been prepared considering all 

the environmental parameters as 

per the guidelines of Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, GoI before the grant of 

Environmental Clearance. 

14 

Which skills are required for the 200 

mining operations employees? Will 

locals be hired?  If so, how many? 

The unit representative has 

informed that, preference will be 

given to the persons from villages 

in and around the Mining Lease 

area in the employment 

opportunities for this project. 

 

15 

What does Tushar Gandhi mean by his 

quote on ABN (a provincial newspaper) 

that "40% will go to local education, 

medicine, agriculture?"  Is this 40% of 

the $5 billion value of the 12 year gold 

mining project? 

---- 



 

16 

Farmers in the area have found 

diamonds.  If the mining operation 

finds diamonds who will get the 

revenue from the diamonds and why 

are the diamonds not mentioned in the 

proposal? 

The industry was granted Mining 

lease for Gold, silver, copper, 

lead, zinc and all other associated 

minerals. The unit representative 

has informed that, any discovery 

of new minerals which is not 

mentioned in the mining lease 

deed will be reported to 

Department of Mines and 

Geology, Andhra Pradesh and 

Indian Bureau of Mines office, 

Hyderabad as per the provisions 

of MMDR Act. 

 

17 

How is the gold mining operation 

ensuring that they minimize their 

impact to climate change? 

The unit representative has 

informed that, they will carryout 

the mining operations as per the 

guidelines of Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, GoI. 

 

18 

Why has the gold mine project team 

not provided the Draft Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report to the 

stock exchange of India and why is the 

Draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report not available on 

the GMSI website? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The issues raised is regarding to 

ownership of the industry and are 

not relevant to the APPCB. 

19 

GMSI has been incorporated in India 

since 1993 with an authorized capital 

of $10,000.  Since 1993, how much 

has the Australian company financially 

invested (foreign direct investment) in 

India? 

20 

Why Geomysore has raised funds by 

the issue of 17,508 new ordinary 

shares at 1,300 Rupees per share. 

21 

Why-Lions Gold, London and Thriveni 

Earth Movers Private Limited, took up 

100% of the offering, increased their 

ownership percentages to 21.15% and 

36.91% respectively 

22 In the Draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report, it is quoted that 

the gold mine company is a leading 

exploration company.  Therefore, since 

1993, how many gold mine projects 

has GMSI implemented? 

---- 

23 Australian India Rural Development 

Foundation was planning to build 20 

toilets for Jonnagiri High School, where 

some 600 students attend, but not a 

single toilet exists. 

The unit representative has 

informed that they have spent Rs. 

2.24 Cr in the surrounding villages 

viz., Jonnagiri, Pagadrayi, 

Erragudi, Bollavanipalli and Kottur 

towards for rural development 

programmes focusing on 

education, health, watershed 

management, greenbelt and 

infrastructure development. 

 



 

24 

Will the gold mine project team provide 

funds to move, reimburse the land 

value, and resettle the 5 core zone 

villages and people of nearly 20,000? 

It is to submit that, within the 

Mining Lease area there are no 

villages or human settlements. 

25 

What is the plan and budget for 

sourcing and recycling the water used 

for the gold processing operation? 

The unit has proposed to 

completely recycle the waste 

water generated in the gold ore 

processing unit.  

26 

The Draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report states that 

600m3/day of water (1.5 cubic meters 

per one tonne) is needed which will 

impact the ground water in this drought 

area by causing excessive removal of 

a valuable water resource with limited 

supply.  Can GMSI provide scientific 

studies to show the affect on the 

aquifer? 

The water required for the Mining 

and Processing plant is proposed 

to be drawn from HNSS main 

canal.  

 

27 

What percentage of revenues, 

royalties, excise, taxes, cess, etc. will 

be portioned to the provincial and 

federal government? 

The unit representative has 

informed that, they will pay royalty 

and other taxes as per the 

applicable laws. 

28 

Farmers in the area have found 

diamonds.  If the mining operation 

finds diamonds, who will get the 

revenue (Sate/Central Government) 

from the diamonds and why are the 

diamonds not mentioned in the 

proposal? 

 

The industry was granted Mining 

lease for Gold, silver, copper, 

lead, zinc and all other associated 

minerals. The unit representative 

has informed that, any discovery 

of new minerals which is not 

mentioned in the mining lease 

deed will be reported to 

Department of Mines and 

Geology, Andhra Pradesh and 

Indian Bureau of Mines office, 

Hyderabad as per the provisions 

of MMDR Act. 

29 

The natural resources of India belong 

to the people of the country and it is a 

finite wealth.  It is in the interest of the 

nation to preserve this national 

treasure.  The diamonds of Jonnagiri 

are a big part of a national cultural 

heritage tradition in the area.  For 2300 

years, each year at the start of the 

rainy season children, women, old 

people, and neighboring villagers 

congregate at the Dona Temple for an 

annual event - to find the national 

treasure - the diamonds of Jonnagiri 

which are found in the lands 

surrounding the Dona Temple and 

diamonds worth Rs.5 crore have been 

found.  This Indian heritage and 

tradition is a benefit to the society and 

part of its cultural heritage.  Preserving 

this national treasure is in the interest 

of the people.  Will the people of the 

area still have access to this national 

treasure when the gold mine takes 

away the soil and land of the area? 

Will society benefit or will a national 

tradition be taken away as well with the 

gold? 



 

30 

This leads to a bigger question of 

integrity, responsibility and what is to 

be done to preserve the national 

interests of the people. Opportunism 

and disgrace lead the charge when 

valuable entities are exploited for the 

benefit of multi-national companies 

who shape and trample opinions of the 

locals when their opportunistic 

interests are in conflict with those of 

the less fortunate and un-informed.  

Shri.Tushar Gandhi, who is working in 

conjunction with the Australian and 

London linked gold mine operation, 

has moved into conflict with even his 

own publicly stated opinions.  He once 

said, "We take a lot pride in being an 

ancient civilization, with a rich cultural 

heritage, but if we're not going to 

protect it then what does it matter." 

 

In fact, Shri.Tushar has told the 

government of India to bring back the 

famous Koh-I-Noor diamond that was 

presented to Queen Victoria in 1850, 

yet he works against the national 

interest.  Gold mining has always been 

done solely by India's government, 

now Shri.Tushar encourages and even 

promotes the Australian linked 

company to spend $20 million in order 

to take away billion dollar gold and 

diamonds.  The Jonnagiri mine is 

projected to produce 100 tonnes of 

gold. This is occurring at a time when 

India has just facing Nirav Modi Billion 

dollar diamond fraud scam and 

promoting "Make in India". 

 

 

Why can't the government of India 

keep the gold and this valuable 

national interest and economic catalyst 

for the benefit of all in Indian society? 

Most importantly why has Shri.Tushar 

Gandhi skipped the responsibility of 

protecting the Emperor Asoka rock 

edicts, which is yet another national 

treasure, rich in Buddhist cultural 

heritage history? 

 

----- 

31 
The IBM has estimated that AP has a 

potential gold ore of 1.22 crore tonnes. 

The issue is pertains to Indian 

Bureau of Mines  

 

32 

The plan is to build an open pit gold 

mine on the East Block, producing 

4,95,000 tonnes of gold ore per annum 

at a rate of 1,500 tonnes per day. To 

support this, part of the East Block 

The latest mineral reserves 

estimates are provided in the 

Review of Mining Plan approved 

by IBM. 



 

JORC-complaint mineral resource has 

been upgraded to a probable reserve 

of 2.8 million tonnes containing 

1,51,020 ounces of gold. 

33 

The Supreme Court was hearing 

Appeals filed by GMSI and DGESPL., 

both companies litigating for their 

rights to exploit certain gold mines in 

the State of Karnataka confirmed that 

approval of the Central Government is 

necessary for reserving land not held 

under a prospecting licence or mining 

lease for exploitation by State 

Government companies or 

undertakings under the Mines and 

Minerals Act. 

 

The issue is not related to the 

Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control 

Board. 

34 

GMSI and Shri.Nara Chandrababu 

Naidu Treasure Hunt Chennampalli 

Fort Digging Shrouded in Mystery:  

The BJP State Vice-President 

Shri.Kapileswaraiah raised the 

Chennampalli Fort issue. The 

unearthing of idols of Chennampalli 

Fort only reinforces the fact that there 

exists Sri Ram Mandir and people 

used to worship Lord Rama, Goddess 

Sita and demanded construction of Sri 

Rama temple at the excavation site. 

The High Court has taken up the 

alleged excavations in Chennampalli 

fort in search of treasure as a PIL.  The 

HC asked Shri Nara Chandrababu 

Naidu government and GMSI to submit 

a detailed report over the search of 

Chennampalli fort treasure. 

35 

 

As well, Shri.Tushar Gandhi and the 

gold mine project have taken 

advantage of illiterate Dalits and local 

farmers.  In the proposed mining site 

area, illiterate Dalit farmers with land in 

the proposed gold mining area are now 

coming forward telling the story that 

the gold mine officials have convinced 

the Dalit farmers to accept land lease 

and access rights contracts where the 

gold mining company has setup a first 

option to buy the land at lower rates 

than the current market price. 

 

The unit representative has 

informed that, they are paying 

annual lease payments and crop 

compensations to the concerned 

land owners within the Mining 

Lease area whenever, exploration 

activities were undertaken. 

 

36 

In October 2009, locals objected to the 

gold mine project after it was 

discovered that Shri.Tushar Gandhi, 

who is the coordinator and and/or 

promoter of the Australian company, 

GMSI and the Chairman of the 

Australian Indian Rural Development 

Foundation, was alleged to have 

trespassed numerous times over local 

The issue is not related to the 

Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control 

Board. 



 

land without permission along with 

others including Shri Charles E.E. 

Devenish, Chairman of GMSI, 

exploration crews and public officials 

accordingly Jonnagiri police filed a 

case vide number; 4/2010. 

 

7. Earlier, the Board has received representation of Sri B.Venugopal on 19.11.2015 

submitted to the PM office received through office of the Regional Controller of Mines, 

GoI and in his representation, it was alleged that irregularities have occurred in the grant 

of Environmental Clearance dated: 02.08.2010 and inaction by the Pollution Control 

Board and Environmental Impact Assessment Division, New Delhi. Further, the 

complainant also requested to declare the area as eco-senstive zone due to the presence 

of Emperor Ashoka Rock Edicts. The Board has submitted a detailed status report to 

IBM/MoEF vide letter dt.             on the representation of Sri B.Venugopal for taking 

further necessary action. 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Hence, the Agenda is placed before Task Force External Advisory Committee for taking 

decision. 

*** 

 

 


